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Sir: 



In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in accordance 
with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention is directed to 
the documents listed on the enclosed PTO-1449 form. Copies of the listed documents are 
enclosed. 

Japanese patent document number 3145355 corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 
5,228,358, a copy of which is also enclosed. 

Applicants request that the above information be considered by the Examiner and 
that a copy of the enclosed PTO-1449 form be initialed and returned indicating that such 
information has been considered. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the issuance of a first 
Office Action on the merits. Therefore, no fee under 37 C.F.R. 1.97(c)(2) is believed due. 
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SEW/eab 



Respectfully submitted, 




Steven E. Warner 
Registration No. 33,326 



FORM PTO 1449 (modified) 



U.S. DEPARTMENT ( 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT(S) 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 

November 4, 2003 



applicant Toshiya ASANO et al. 



filing date September 26, 2003 



group Unassigned 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



♦EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING DATE 

IF APPROPRIATE 



US-5,228,358 



07/20/1993 



Sakino et al. 



74 



479 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



TRANSLATION 

YES/NO/ 
OR ABSTRACT 



3145355 



01/05/2001 



Japan 



Abstract 



OTHER DOCUMENT(S) (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



•EXAMINER: Initial I if reference considered whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy 
or this form with next communication to applicant. 



Sheet 1 of 1 



DC_MAIN 148933v1 



